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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO

STATE OF IDAHO,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff-Respondent,
v.
ANTHONY JEAN MANSFIELD,
Defendant-Appellant.

NO. 43115
Ada County Case No.
CR-2014-11390

RESPONDENT'S BRIEF

Issue
Has Mansfield failed to establish that the district court abused its discretion by
imposing a unified sentence of 14 years, with three years fixed, upon his guilty plea to
grand theft by deception?

Mansfield Has Failed To Establish That The District Court Abused Its Sentencing
Discretion
Mansfield pled guilty to grand theft by deception and the district court imposed a
unified sentence of 14 years, with three years fixed. (R., pp.85-88.) Mansfield filed a
notice of appeal timely from the judgment of conviction. (R., pp.90-92.)
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Mansfield asserts his sentence is excessive in light of his difficult childhood,
support from “the father figure in his life,” prior military service, acceptance of
responsibility, and purported remorse. (Appellant’s brief, pp.4-7.) The record supports
the sentence imposed.
The length of a sentence is reviewed under an abuse of discretion standard
considering the defendant’s entire sentence. State v. Oliver, 144 Idaho 722, 726, 170
P.3d 387, 391 (2007) (citing State v. Strand, 137 Idaho 457, 460, 50 P.3d 472, 475
(2002); State v. Huffman, 144 Idaho 201, 159 P.3d 838 (2007)). It is presumed that the
fixed portion of the sentence will be the defendant's probable term of confinement. Id.
(citing State v. Trevino, 132 Idaho 888, 980 P.2d 552 (1999)). Where a sentence is
within statutory limits, the appellant bears the burden of demonstrating that it is a clear
abuse of discretion. State v. Baker, 136 Idaho 576, 577, 38 P.3d 614, 615 (2001) (citing
State v. Lundquist, 134 Idaho 831, 11 P.3d 27 (2000)). To carry this burden the
appellant must show that the sentence is excessive under any reasonable view of the
facts. Baker, 136 Idaho at 577, 38 P.3d at 615. A sentence is reasonable, however, if it
appears necessary to achieve the primary objective of protecting society or any of the
related sentencing goals of deterrence, rehabilitation or retribution. Id.
The penalty for grand theft by deception is not less than one year, up to 14 years
in prison. I.C. § 18-2408(2)(a). The district court imposed a unified sentence of 14
years, with three years fixed, which falls well within the statutory guidelines. (R., pp.8588.) At sentencing, the district court articulated the correct legal standards applicable to
its decision and also set forth its reasons for imposing Mansfield’s sentence. (3/27/15
Tr., p.12, L.7 – p.14, L.19.) The state submits that Mansfield has failed to establish an
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abuse of discretion, for reasons more fully set forth in the attached excerpt of the
sentencing hearing transcript, which the state adopts as its argument on appeal.
(Appendix A.)

Conclusion
The state respectfully requests this Court to affirm Mansfield’s conviction and
sentence.

DATED this 14th day of January, 2016.

_/s/_____________________________
LORI A. FLEMING
Deputy Attorney General

VICTORIA RUTLEDGE
Paralegal

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have this 14th day of January, 2016, served a true
and correct copy of the attached RESPONDENT’S BRIEF by emailing an electronic
copy to:
SALLY J. COOLEY
DEPUTY STATE APPELLATE PUBLIC DEFENDER
at the following email address: briefs@sapd.state.id.us.

_/s/_____________________________
LORI A. FLEMING
Deputy Attorney General
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now stability in his life.
Anthony wants help dealing with his past issues.
He's neYer hod help dealini; with the trauma from his
childhood or the things he went through, and he wants to
!cam how to be an adult and not take the easy way out,
which is whut he's done, which is what his history of
theft is, is t11~ng to take the easy way out, and he
knows that.
He does want the coul't to know that -- and I
think the court's familiar with the fact that he was on
probation in a case with Jmlge Copsey and that that
probation violation is pending. He wants the comt to
know that he didn't abscond that probation; that he met
with his PO and that he was actiYely tl'ying to work on
that case. And so, normally, in his pattern of history,
he so1t of just gives up and gives up on things, but he
was actively trying when this happened, although, he
then committed these criminal cases.
I think to talk about the facts of the case,
it's important to know -- as the cou1t said, that it's
familiar with the histo1y -- but that, in the instance
of writing the had checks, some of those were so that he
could provide food for his children since he ,w1s
cmplo}1ed, and I think that's mitigating, but Anthony
will talk to you a little bit more about the remorse he
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1 feels for his behavior.
2
He recognizes that he hwt people and that he
3 took advantage of people and that that was a selfish
4 thing, and so he cel'tainly doesn't want to mitigate the
5 impact that his actio11s hu<l 011 olhcl' pcopk He
6 rer.ognizes that he impar.ted a lot of people and he b
7 sorry for that. Ile is willing to pa}' restitution. He
8 recognizes that, nguin, he took advantage of people, and
9 he wants to take responsibility for that as well.
10
He has been in good contact with me. He's
11 always had a pretty realistic view of this case. He
12 does want to ask the court for a rider for he! p, a
13 period of retained jurisdiction, but, if the court's not
14 inclined to do that, then he would ask the comt in its
15 wisdom to impose n lenient senkucc here. Thank you.
16
THE COURT: Thank you.
Mr. Mansfield, you don't have to say anything.
17
18 You have u right to remain silent, but you also have a
19 right to speak, if there's onything thot you would like
20 to say.
21
THE DEFENDANT: Okay. Your Honor, please allow
22 with me to start with this letter of apology to anyone
23 and everyone who has been affected by a lack of maturity
24 and by my lnck of responsible judgments. There is
25 nothing that I can say that will be able to completely
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I

1 make up for my wrongdoings, but my hope is that you can
2 allow for me to admit that I was wroni; und to sta1t the
3 process of making right the damage that I have done to
4 eYeryonc around me from my community to my family. From
5 the bottom of my hemt, Tapologize.
6
The purpose of my letter to you is to start my
7 process of making amends and to ask for your help in
8 consideration with regards to allow me the opportunity
to change my negative thinking errors and work on my
flawed core release with the guise of the Therapeutic
11 Community Rider program.
12
My 11eeative al'tions are not who I am or how I
1 13 would like lo be remembered, nor are they the type of
14 influence that I wish to pass on to my children. T'm
15 asking for your consideration to appoint myself in a
116 progmm that will help me look within myself and make
17 the corrections that I need to make to be a better
18 father and more productive member of society. I'm
119 askiug fur the help of a peer network that ,viii, not
20 only hold me accountable, but will also allow me the
21 opportunity to conhibute to the change uf olht'rs in my
122 process of changing myself.
23
I know that I've if I'm ever going to become the
24 father thnt I wont to desperately -- or to make right
1 25 the harms that I have imposed on othe1·s, to get back to
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the man who l know that I can be, that I'm going to have
to work hard ond take a deep look within myself and
address the changes that need to be made ,\ith the help
of others. I'm asking you for the opportunity to prove
myself and earn my change. Thank you.
THE COURT: Thank you.
I'm guessing that one oflht: rt:usuns that your
attorney gave me the ps)'chological evaluation that was
conducted by Dr. David DeLawyer was to let me know abo ut
your very, very difficult life; that you had such a
rough childhood, and, that's an understatement, and I
did read all of that.
One of the things that surprised me, but
shouldn't have surprised me given youl' histoty of theft
and deception, was that there were new cdmes where you
stole vehicles that I didn't even know about, that you
would lease vehicles and take the cars to different
locations, not make the payments on the lease, wait for
it to be repossessed. That was on page 9 of 11 of the
rcpmt that I was just provided yesterday. It seems
that cve1y new piece of information that I get about you
is a new crime that you're committing.
The number of victims of your crimes is
staggering. I mean, we've he,ir<l from one today. We
could have had a parade of victims. And, I mean, I
12
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1 clon't need to tell you what you've done. This isn't a
2 case where you wrote a couple of bad checks or where you
3 went into WinCo nud stoic some food for your kids, you
4 had premedicated crimes that required a great deal of
5 thought and sophistication to put adds on Craig List for
6 false properties, the Hyatt Hotel scheme, where you're
7 falsely employing people and taking tl1eir personal
8 identification information, and, as the stale points
9 out, from a vulnerable population.
10
The money that you took for renting a property
11 that didn't belong to you. 1 mean, 1 could go on nnd
12 on. I haven't scratched the sul'facc of your Cl'imes,
13 and, when you say you want help and you want programming
14 and an opportunity to prove yourself, I'll be honest
15 with you, Mr. Mansfield, that rings hollow to me because
16 you have hu<l lhose opportunities.
17
There are four goa Is that the con rt is to
18 considel' in sentencing. One of those goals is
19 punishment. Another goal is rehabilitation, protection
20 of the community and deterrence. And, by dctcl'rence,
21 there's two different kjnds of detel'l'encc. One is that
22 the sentence the court imposes tells people in the
23 community, don't commit this crime because this is what
24 will happen to you if you do this. And the other kind
25 of detenence is that it says lo, uol lo pi.:ople in the
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community, but, to you, Mr. i\fansfield, don't commit lltis
crime.
Your history of committing these lypt!s of thefts
is so extensive that I don't know what kind of sentence
I could impose to deter you from committing future
crimes. The effo1ts at rehabilitation have not wot·kcd
with you. I, frankly, do not understand, given
everything that I've reviewed in your case, the state's
recommendation for a mere three years of incarceration,
but, I know that they've reviewed the case just as
closely ns 1 hnvc, nnd they have their reasons for
making thut rccommcndution, and so I um going to follow
that recommendation.
Based upon your pica of guilty on March 6, 2015,
to grand theft by deception, I'm going to impose a
judgment of conviction, a 14-yea1· sentence, the first
three of which will be fixed with no possibility of
probation or parole folJowed by n yea l's indeterminate.
You'll be remanded to the Department of Correction.
You'll have court costs to pay. You will have no fine.
You'll have no public defender reimbursement. I hope
that all of your money is going towards restitution,
which I will order in the amount sought.
Ms. Owens, do you want to have a hearing on that
restitution amount?
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MS. OWENS: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: I'll order restitution in the
amount of $10,836.02.
Mr. Judd, is thcl'c anything that I've
overlooked? Do you have a no contact order l'equest or
anything else for sentence?
MR. JUDD: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Ms. Owens.
MS. OWF.NS: No. Thank you, Your Honor.
THE COURT: I'm signing the orders to dismiss.
MR. JUUU: Thank you, Your Honor.
(Proceedings concluded.)
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